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Executive Summary
North Fork Weber Creek Acquisition and Habitat Restoration

(a) Prtfiect Descrioden. Location and Primary Biol?~dcal / Ecological Obiectives

In July, 1997 a breeding population of California red-legged flog (Rana aurora draytonii), a federal
"threatened" spocics, was found in Spivcy Pond on the Norzh Fork of Weber Creek. in El Dorado
Count] near Plac~rville. This discovery was the f’trst significant population [¢catad within the Sicara
Nevada in more than twenty-five years and is considered critical for both research and recovery
p0iposes. In 1998, a partnership of resource agencies coordinated efforts to purchase and restore the
54 acre Spivey Pond site. The completion of this effort is expected at the end of April. 1999.

This Project will advance the conservation and recovo:y of the California red-legged frog beyond
Spivey Pond and into a six mile length, of Web~ Creek basin. Weber Creek is a tributasy to the South
Fork American River. The water~hed begins at 4,200 feet, just south of U.S, Highway 50 and joins
the South Fork at Folsom Reservoir. The location of Spivey Pond. and the Weber Creek drainage
presents a significant an.d strategic opportunity to re~over the species throughout adjacent drainages
and move the ~pecies closer to recovery,

CALFED funding would assist the partnership of ten (10) federal, state and loca2 agent.-~es acquire
uddifional repreductive habitat and Lrnplement an ",~lapfive management strategy known to restore
ecological processes beneficial to the red legged frog. The removal of ertvironmental slyessors to the
red-legged frog is also expected to improve aquatic habitat conditions for other co-existang, native
species of concern including the foothill yellow legged frog, the western pond turtle and falLron
salmon and steelhead trout downstreana.

Central Valley Project (CVP) activldes have significandy conwibuted m the population reduction of the
California red legged frog throughout its range. The red-legged frog requires marshes, ponds, and
low gradient, deep pool sa’eams with emergent vegetation. In the Central Valley and central Sierra
Nevada over ninety (90) percent of these historic wetlands have been d~ked, drained or filled for
agricultural and urban development. The construction of large reservoirs have facilitated the
introduction of non-native fishes and other predators. The red-legged frog is recognized by CALFED
as an "At-Risk Upstream Native Species (Priority i11)". The Conservation Strategy Team has
recommended that the CALFED Prol~wam make specific contributio~ to the recovery of the red-legged
frog. The applicant and partnership agencies view this project as the best and most economical means
to restore the red-legged frog within the Weber Crek basin and demonstrate suceessfal recovery
actions suitable to other watersheds.

The Project’s primary biological / ecological objectives are: (1) to advance the conservation and
recovecy of the Calitbrnia red-legged frog and (2) rehabilitate and protect the tmtural ecosystem
processes which support the red-legged frog and other native, co-existing species of concern.

The Project will acquire and protect an ecologically-imact buffer zone of approximately 146 acres of
riparian ~nd conifetou~ forest immediately upstream of Spivey Pond. The Project will acquire and
protect an additional 282 acres of reproductive habitat immediately downstream of Spivey Pond.
The Project will also: 0) conduct baseline and periodic water quality monitoring; (ii) develop a
voluntary program among agencies ned landowners ul control sedimentation and toxics transport;
(iii) use water flow management to control non-native ]:a’edators; and, (iv) implement an established
survey protocol to document species recovery. As these actions are successfully implemented,
species recovery within Weber Creek aa~d adjo, ining watershed basins is expected to Occur through
natura! recolonization and population expansion.

(b) Cost. Third Pasty lmnacts. Apolicant Oualifications. Monitorina and ~3ata Evaluation

Total Project cost is estimated at one million five hundred five thousand dollars ($1,505,000) and
includes the purchase and restoration of Spivey Pond. Of this total cost $1,150,000 would come
from CALFED. Of the remaining $355,000 in matching funds, the Partnership has received $18
from the CVPIA and $4%000 from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF). An
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additional $26,000 from NFWF and $99,000 from me Wildlife Conservation Board have been
approved but not yet received. The receipt and expenditure of these committed yet outstanding
matching funds is expected to be complete by the end of April, 1999.

For the purpose of providing funding options, the CALFED portion of the Project cost ($1,150,000)
is divided into two phases:

Phase 1: The acquisition of habitat upsrream of Spivey Pond with corresponding
restoration management, water quality rnoni~ring and biological surveys.
Phase I requires $500,000 in CALFED funding.

Phase 1I: The acquisition of habitat downs,’earn of Spivey Pond with corresponding
restoration managemem, water quality monitoring mad biological surveys.
Phase II requires $650,1300 in CALFED funding.

There are no significant adverse or third pa~rty impacts. Acquisltion of lmad and easements will be
perch~ed fi’om willing sellers only. Actions requiting access or management of private property will
include written permission from the property owner. The small reduction in property tax base to E1
Dorado Coun~ will be offset by a reduction in water treamaent and other public infrasmactta-e costs
otherwise needed to service the area and by the increased value of water quality to all beneficial uses.

The American River Conservancy (ARC) has been selected by the agency Partnership to be the
conuacting p~u-ty responsible tbr payments, reporting and accounting. The ARC has a 10 year history
of successful conservation partnerships with federal, state and local agencies. Most recently the ARC
has coordinated the acquisition and habitat restoration of the 54 acre Spivey Pond site. hr addition,
field and achaainistration personnel from pannership agencies will provide scientific and experiential
depth to steering committee oversight.

Project monitoring and data eval~atioo will be conducted by agency field personnel and reviewed by
the steering committee. Baseline and periodic water quality data collection will be gathered and
analyzed by field personnel from DFG and the Foresl, Service using protocols established by the
Association of Analytic Chemists (AOAC). Red-legged frc.g population and reproductive surveys will
be conducted by the Biological Resources Division of the U.S. Geological Service with protocols
established by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Data and interpretations will be summarized within
qum~.erly reports to CALFED. Full data sets will be submitted to CALFED’s designated data
repository, following project completion.

td) Local Suonort / Coordination with Other Prom’ams and CALFED Oblectives.

This project ha~ the local support of E1 Dorado County, the El Dorado lrrigalion District and the
American River Conservancy. Owners of property adjacent to the recently acquired Spivey Pond
property have been supportive of the red-legged frog recovery efforts. Willing sellers have been
identified ~)d it is expected the projet:t can proceed immediately upon CALFED funding anthorJzarlon.

This proje/ct is supported by a partnership of ten agencies (Exhibit #A). Eight of the ten agencies
participate on the "red-legged frog recovery pt’oject steering committee" which makes operational
decisions and weald direct the expenditure of CALFED funding. The remaining two agencies, The
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and Wildlife Conservation Board provide acquisition and
restoration funding only.

The project is compatible with the following CALFED objectives as specified by the February, 1999
revised draft of the ERP, Volumes 1 and II:

- Restore California red-legged frog to habitats throughout its former range (Vol. I, pg. 329);
- Reduce the contaminants in all aquatic environments in the CALFED ~egion (Vol. I, pg. 506);
- Minimize predation on rediiegged frog by non-native fish, bullfrogs and crayfish (Vol. 11, pg. 37);
- Establish sustainable continuous riparian habitat ",dong American Basin ~eeks (Vol. II, pg. 332).
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Prot~osed Scope of Work

This project will protect one of two known reproductive populations of the California re.d-legged
frog in the Sierra Nevada range. In 1998, a partnership of ten agencies worked together to fund
the acquisition and habitat restoration of the 54 acre Spivey Pond site on the North Fork Weber Qreek.
This is the only eonfumaed population of the red-iegged frog in the Arneriean River basia. CALFED
funding would support further acquisition and habitat restoration actions to advance the natural
recolonizadon of the red-legged flog throughout the six mile long North Fork Weber C~ek project
area. This Project is considered an essential second step in the recovery of this federally-listed species.

The proposed acquisition and habitat restoration actions will also benefit other co-existing species of
concern, the foothill yellow legged frog, the western pond turtle as well as fall run chinook salmon and
stecthcad trout downsUeam.

Two sp~iflc acquisition and habitat rt~storafion pha~es are proposed; (1) habitat acquisition and
restoration upstream of Spivey Pond; and (2) habitat anquisidon and restoration downstream of
Spivey Pond. The specific work tasks, delivcrables and delivery dates for the Project are described
below under each of the action categories.

1. Habitat Acqulsition and Re~tomtion Upstream of Spive¥ Pond

The project will acquire conservation ec~sements and fee title to 146 acres of undevehiped r~parlan and
coniferous forest within an approximate 1.5 square miles of watershed immediately above the Splvey
Pond site (Project Maps - Exhibits #B, #C and #D). This action is proposed to protect ~pivey Pond
and its repreductJve population of red-legged frog from timber h~wvest and land development impacts.
Timber harvest and residential development activities are known to increase sedimentation (turbidity)
and degrade water quality and aquatic habitat. The protection of the upstream forest will maintain
habitat structure, protect woody shelter and terrestrial insect populations used for food. The
acquisition and protection of intact riparian and conifer forest will zlso moderate extreme temperature
fluctuations and moderate the reduction of stream flows during low water periods.

Phase l Acuuisifion Worktasks

Task # 1 : The American River Conservancy will contract with an independent MA1 cerfifted real estate
appraiser to provide an appraisal for approximately 12 parcels totaling 146 acres of ripztrian and forest
habitat immediately upstream of Spivey Pond. Task completion is expected 2 months following the
project start date.

~ #?: Cuncu:~:ent with the preparation of the appraisal, the American River Con~rvancy will meet
with each of these property owners and confietn both their willingness to sell and the feasibility of
conservation easement opdoas. Task completion is expected 2 months following the project sm~X date.

Task #3: Provided with the completed appraisal and a list of willh~g seller options the American River
Conservancy will coordinate a meeting of the steering committee and develop a "Schedule of
Acquisition Priorities’. Task completion is expected 3 months following the project start date.

Task #4: The American River Conservancy will coronet each property owner (on the basis of priority)
and negotiate the purchase of the subject pareels. Upon completion of each contract, the Conservancy
will return to the steering comnfittee, receive authorization to complete the purchase, u’anst~r funds
to escrow, close escrow and transfer the property to a pubfic agency authorized to take title. Title to
acquired properties (both fee title and easements) are expected to be- held by one or mere of the
following agencies: the U.S. Forest Service or the B~trean of Land Management. At no time will the
the purchase price of a subject properly exceed the fair market value established by the appraisal Task
completion is expected 2~ months t’ollowing the project start date.

I --01 5557
1-015557



4

Phase I Restoration Worktasks

The steering committee will direct the implementation of an adaptive management strategy to restore
acquired habitat. This effor~ will (1) conduct baseline and periodic water quality monitoring and
biological surveys to document breeding success and species recovery; (2) eerie’el sedimentation and
salinity through voluntary erosion and s’alinity control measures; and (3) control non-native predators
through pond water management.

Specific Worktasks

~. Water Ouali~y Testing and Species’ Surveys. The Steering Committee will contract with an
approved water quality lab to conduct ba~eli~le and perlodie water quality testing of samples taken by
agency field personnel. Baseline samples will be taken and tested within 30 days of th~ project start
date. Periodic sampling will occur quarterly throughout the 3 year project term. Additional sampling
will occm- after the f’trst heavy rains of each season and again during each late sumn~er, low flow
period. Testing will measure, at the very midirnum, the following variables: temperature, dissolved
oxygen, turbidity, salinity, dissolved metals and hardness. Three testing locations will be located
upstream of Spivey Pond, in Spivey Pond and immediately downstream of Spivey Pond.

In addition, the Steering Corrtmittee will contract wit~ the U.S. Geologica! Sttrvey, Biological
Resources Division to conduct baseline and periodic surveys of Red-leggad frog incidance, breeding
success, recolonizadon and recovery. A baseline survey will be conducted during the f’mst April and
May months following the project star~ date. Baseline and periodic surveys will be conducted within
the project area at Spivey Pond, at all acquired attd public land sites and at all other potential
reproductive sites in which owner permission is received.

The Steering Committee will meet, at a minimum, each quarter, to review test and survey results and
direct further recovery efforts~ All project funded water qanlig¢ testing and biological surveys for
habitat upstream of Spivey Pond will be completed 36 months following the project stoat date at an
estimated cost of $55,000.

Tm~k #6. Sedimentation and Salinity Control The szeering committee will coordinate a vohinmry
program of erosion control measures among local and state agencies and property owners within the
project area. In addition, the Steering Committee will coordinate an effort to eliminate the placemem of
de-lcing salts by Caltrans and El Dorado County’s Deparm~,ant of Transportation on all road surfaces
within the North Fork Weber Creek drainage basin.

Project completion is expected 18 months following the project start date at a cost of $5,000.

T~k #7. Predator Control and Vegetation Enhancement. The steering committee will coordinate a
restoration team to conduct a predator control program supervised by agency field personnel. The
introduction of bullfrogs, sunfish and crayfish that prey on the California redAegged frog hage been a
significa~t factor in their decline. Historically reservoirs and ponds are typically stocked with these
non-native predators, which often disperse upstream and downstream into red-legged frog habitat and
disrupt natural cotmnunity dynamics. A preferred management action includes the installation of a
pond drain to seasonally draw down water levels to remove non-nadve aquatic predators. In addition
the restoration team will establish woody, emergent vegetation where needed to improve reproductive
habitat. Project completion is expected 36 months following the project start date at a cost of $25,000.

Tasks #1 - #7 are inseparable and would be funded as a single unit. Total Upstream Habitat
Acquisition program costs total $415,000. Upstream Restoration costs equal $85,000 for a total
Phase I budget of $500,000, The "deliverables" produced from this Upstream Habitat Acquisition and
Restoration Program are expected to equal ~1 acres of recorded conservation easement and 105 acres
of recorded fee title riparian and conifer forest transferred to public ownership for management as
protected wildlife bai)itat. Water quality monitoring, biological survey and restoration reports will be
delivered quarterly and upon project completion to CALFED.
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2. Habitat Acouisifion Downstream of Snivev Pond

Priority will be ~ven to downsr~am parcels with pomnfial reproductive habiUat for the Red-legged
frog. Breeding adults are associated with deep (greater than 2 feet) still or slow moving water and
dense, shrubby dplwian or emergent vegetation. It is expeoted that artificial, man-made ponds, both
in- and off- stream may prove critical to the expansion of redqegged frog populations within the
project area. The steering committee has identified seven (7) priority pond sirs witNn the project area.
Secondary priority will be given to parcels providing riparian connections to reproductive sites.

PhA~e II Acquisition Worktasks

Task #8. The American River Conservancy will contract with an agency-approved MAI appraiser to
complete art appraisal of the downstream subject properties, Task completion is expected 4 months
following the project start date.

As in the case with Upstream Acquisitions the Conservancy will:

~. meet with property owne~ and confirm their willingness to sell arid the feasibility of
conservation easement options. Task completion is expected 4 months following the project start date.

~. will coordinate the review of the Steering Committee to determine the priority of each
"downstream: acquisition. Task completion is expected 6 tnonths following the project start date.

T~sk ~ 11. negotiate the purchase of prioritized subject parcels, receive purchase authocizadon from the
Steering Committee, execute that contract, close escrow and wansfer subject properties to a public
agency authorized to take title. Task completion is expected 32 months following the project start date.

phase I1 Restoration Worktasks

Tasks # 12- 14 are identical to tasks #5 7 but apply to habitat acquisition downsweam of Spivey Pond.

Tasks #g #14 are insepm-able and would be funded as a single unit. Total Downstream Habitat
Acquisition program costs total $550,000. Downstream Restoration costs equal $100,000 for a total
Phase II budget of $650,000. The "deliverables" produced from this Downstream Habitat Acquisition
program are expected m equal 60 acres of recorded conservation easemcra and ! 86 acres of recorded
j~e ride habitat transferred to public ownership. Wamr quality monitoring, biological survey and
restoration reports will be delivered quarterly and upon project cornpledon to CALFED.

Location and Geoaraohic Boundaries of the Project

The Project is located in western El Dorado County-, approximately 48 miles east of the State eapitol
and I mile south of Interstate 51) (Vicinity Map - Exhibit #B). The Project bonndaries form an
elongated ellipse approximately 6 rniles in length along the North Fork Weber Creek flEa, an comdor.
The westernmost boundary is Snows Road one rnile south of Camino at the eastern half of Section 17,
T.10N. R.12E. on the "Camino" U.S.G.S. 7.5’ quad. The easternmost boundary is one mile south
of Pollock Pines and one mile west of Sly Park Road occupying most of Section 6, T. 10N. R 13E. on
the "Sly Park" U.S.G.S. 7.5’ quad. (Parcel and Quad Maps - Exhibits # C and #D). Elevation
within the Project Boundaries range from 2,4130 ft. above sea level at Sly Park Road on the western
boundary to 3,600 ft. above sea level at the eastem boundary.

The current land use is mixed residential (mostly undeveloped) with spotted timber harvest activity.
Most parcels within the project boundaries are zoned RE-10 (one residential unit per 10 acres) with
parcel sizes within the project boundaries ranging from 5 acres at the minimum to 160 acres at the
maximum.
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Ecolo~ical/Biolo~ica! Benef[t~

Ecolo c, icallBiolo ~ical Obiectives

The primary ecological I biologic’,d objectives of the Project include the following:

1) the conservation and recovery of the California red-legged frog, a federal "threatened" species,
within the Weber Creek basin,

2) the rehabilitation and protection of nataral ecosystem prooesses which support the red-legged
frog as well as other native, coexisting species of concern including the foothill yellow legged
frog, the western pond turde, fall-ran chinook ~lmon ann steelhea~l trouL

The need for the project is characterized by the severe reduction in reproductive populations of
the C,,difornia red-legged frog throughout the Central Valley and Sierra Nevada. The red-legged
frog was probably extirpated from the floor oftbe Central Valley before 1960, Factors assooiated
with declining populations of the frog include degradation and loss of habitat through agriculture,
urbanization, mini~g, orvergrazing, recreation, timber harvesti exotic plants, impoundments, water
diversions, degraded water quality, and inn’odueed species.

Central Valley Project (CVP) activities have significaudy contributed to the population reduction of the
California red legged frog throughout its range. The red-legged frog requires marshes, ponds, arid
low gradient, deep pool streams with emergent vegetation. In the Cenmd Valley and central Sierra
Nevada over ninety (90) percent of these historic wetlands have been diked, drained or filled for
agricultural and urban development. The construction of large reservoirs have facilitated the
introduction of non-native fishes and other predators.

The applicant and partnership agencies view this Project as the best and most economical means to
restore the red-legged frog within the Weber Creek bash1, demonsWate successful recovery actions
suitable to other watersheds that if implemented correctly would lead to the deliating of the species.

The basis for expected benefits is high, as there is suitable reproductive habitat (other deep pool
with emergent woody vegetation sites) within the North Fork Weber Creek basin. The recove~ of
these species of conceru by re.colonization may simply require the removal of predator species from
existing habitat and the reduction of sediment and salinity stressors. The proposed water quality
moniloring and biological ~arveys will assist greatly in the determination of this potential.

The expected results of the proposed project is to increase the number of reproductive populations
fiom the one found at Spivey Pond to :4x or more at other pond and deep pool riparian sites.
Paroership agencies expect the Project will provide a model for the restoration of sustainable
populations of the red-legged frog within drainages adjacent and similar to the North Fork Weber
Creek Basin.

Ultimately the primary benefit sought is the recovery and delisting of the California red-legged frog.
Secondary bet~efits include the protection and restorariou of a specific riparian hebimt type and natural
ecosystem processes which support other co existing species of concern includlng the foothill yellow
legged frog, the western pond tor0e, fall-run chinook salmou and steelhead trout.

The project will evaluate two scientific hypotheses central to the recovery of the species:

!) The 0nly confirmed reproductive population of red-legged flog exists witbin Spivey Pond at
the upper end of the North Weber Creek Basin because of the superior water quality flowing into the
pond and that this water quality is due th I~rge part to the existence of a relatively undisturbed and
intact riparian and coniferous forest ecosystem upsteam. In addition the Spivey Pond population
exists because of suitable reproductive habitat (deep pools and emergent, woody ~egetation) and the
absence of other st-mssors including nod-native predators (bullfrog, bass, sunfish and ~rayfish).
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(2) The exisdng Red-legged frog. l?opulation can be expaedod and slabilized within the larger, North
Fork Weber Cr~k Basin by acqumng reproductive sites and managing those sites with the purpose of
improving, watar quMity and habitat values through revegetation and through the removal of non-
nadve predators.

The namm ~nd b~is for the durability in Project benefits is best chm’acterized by the development and
imp~ementafioo of a tested set of ecolo~cal restorafian actions that can be atiliz~i in other watersheds
to assure the recovery of the Red-legged frog and other native coexisting species of concern, To date,
no specific programatic attempts have been made at recovery. The agency Partnership believes it has
correcdy identified the ~cologdcal strcssors that have resulted in the decline of the red-legged frog and
other coaxistlng speeies of concem. The proposed project will ud~zc an adaptive managemant
process that will combine acquisition, habitat restoration, watar quality monitoring and biological
survey actions, which a~ a whole, are expected to provide the shortest and m~st economical path
toward sustainable population recovery and the delisting of the species. The project will use water
quality and biological surveys to compare existing and recovering ecosystems and their impact
on the reproduction and recovery of the species. The project will utilize an ec~systam-based approach
to protect ripm’ian vegetation structure and complexity, compare water qca|iry vm’iables and the
presence ~.nd absence of non-andre predators with the rates of recovery at alternate reproductive sites.
Ongoing biological surveys at multiple reproductive sites w/A! measure rates of recovery and direct
actions taken under the projects’ adaptive management framework.

The proposed Project is linked with and extends the first actions taken by the Agency Partnership to
protect, restore and expand this core population of the redqegged frog within the American River
Basin. With funding previously provided and committed by CVPIA (B-1 Program), the Wildlife
Conservation Board (Habitat Con~rvation and Endangered Species Recovery Programs) and the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the agency Partnership has purchased the only eonfu’med
reproductive site at Spivey Pond and has completed habitat restoration actions on this 54 acre site.

Th, rec,ipt of CALb-ED funding under this proposed Project will subsumdally advance the recovery
and delisting of the species by supporting: (1) the acquisltion of an ecologically intact and forested
buffer zone immediately upstream of Spivey Pond; (2) the acquisition of additional reproductive
and connecting habitat downstleam of Spivey Pond; and (3) the implementation of habltat restoration
actions that include water quality monitoring and biologicM surveys, sedimemation and erosion control
measures and the control of non-natlve predators.

The Project provides substantial [inkage with future ~RP acdons and goals including those specified
compatible by the Februmy, 1999 revised draft of the ERP, Volumes I and II:

- Restore California red-legged frog to habitats throughout its former range (Vol. 1, pg. 329);
- Reduce the contaminants in all aquatic envh’onmants in the CALFED region (¥ol. I, pg. 506);
- Minimize predation on red-legged frog by non-native fish, bullfrogs and crayfish (VoL 1L pg. 37);

Establish sustainable continuous repatian habitat along American Basin creeks (Vo!. If, pg. 332).

The proposed project will udliz~ an adaptive managemem process that will combine acquisition, habitat
restoration, water quality monitoring and biological survey actions, which as a whole, are expected to
provide the shortest and most ecanOlUiCa! path toward sustainable population recovery within the
American River basin and the delisting of the species,

The recovery of the C’,difomia red-legged frog within the American River Basin will substantially
reduce the ri~k that this species might have on other Bay-Delta activities including land use and
associated economic activities, additional water supply, infrastructure and levee improvements. The
Red-legged frog is federally listed as threatenexJ. Under authority granted by the Endangered Specie~
Act~ Section 7 and Secdon 10 (16 USC/531-1544) the U.S. Fish and W~ldlife Service is required
to consult, permit and approve ’all activity which may affect threatened species.
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The Project will provide synergistic, system- wide ecosystem benefits. To date, no specific
programatic attempts have been made toward the recovery of the California red.-legged frog. The
Project recognizes there is scientific ancer~ainty associated with the various restorative acaons
proposed. Funding and completion of the proposed project will test specific actions and measure
their success through biological/recovery sarveys.

Many of the threats facing the Red-legged frog have l~sulted in the decline of other native, co-exisnng
species of concern. The Projects proposed acquisition and habitat restoration actions will also benefit
~he foothil] yellow legged frog and the western pond turtle as well ms t’all run chinook salmon and
steelhead trout downstream. Within the North Fork Weber Creek Basir,. the Project will: (1)
moderate extreme temperature fluctuations: (2) reduce sediment and toxics transport; (3) increase the
supply of terrestrial insects for food; (4) provide instream woody debris: and ~5) create habitat

The Project then, as a whole, is expected not only to provide benefits to the Nordi Fork Weber Creek
basin but serv¢: as a model fbr ,,,patios recovery adaptive and beneficial to the larger Bay-Delta system.

Comnadbilitv with Non-Ecosystem Objectives

This project’s acquisition and habitat restoration actions will improve water management for beneficial
uses including domestic water quality and water supply reliability. The Weber Creek Reservoir is
immediately downstream of the prqiect area and is u~ed for agncu!tural and domestac water supply.
The acquisition and conservation of riparian and upland forests will reduce sediment and toxics
transport and increase the retention and slow release of runoff providing for more reliable water supply
and reduced flooding potential.
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T~¢hn[ca! Feasibility and Timin~

Alternative Considerations

Over the p~st 12 months the steering comrniuee has discussed other idteroadves. One alternative
was to implement restoration actions on existing public lands. This alternative was not selected
because existing public lands administered by the National Forest Service have no potential
reproductive sites. These public lands, do however, offer some value as connecting riparian habitat
between potential reproductive sites, currently in private ownership.

The steering committee also explored reestablishing additional Red-legged. frog populations at other
potential reproduotive sites on public lands in other drainages by transpornng a portion of the egg
masses from the Spivey Pond population. This alternative was rejected from testimony by U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service personnel demonswafing poor success with similar attempt& Agency personnel
felt this method alsc. carried the unacceptable risk of weakening the small, existing popaladons.

The steering committee explored the potential of habitat protection and restoration through voluntary,
management agreements with private property owners but found owners unwilling to give up property
rights (timber harvest, residential development and pond stocking rights) without compensation.

Environmental Comnlianee

Under CEQA, the projects’ acqdisidon of habitat is categorically exempt under Axticle 19; Section
15316. Prior to the acquisition of the Spivey Pund parcel, the State Department of Fish and Game
(DFG) prepared and filed the required Notice of Exemption form with the Office of Planning and
Rese0a-ch. It is expected DFG will prepare similar filings for the projects’ proposed acquisitions.
NEPA requires the preparation and review of an "Environmental As~ssment" (EA). Prior to the
acceptance of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) an F_A was prepared, reviewed and approved.
it is expected that prior to the acceptance of title, either the BLM of the U.& Forest Service will
condnee to prepare, file and review the required Environmental Assessment.

Through ~e coordination of adaptive management techniques the steering coronfittee w~ll ascertain
those restoration actions which are most likely to conwibute to the recovery of the Red-legged frog and
other co-existing, native species of concern. AI the point of authorizing those actions, "lead agency"
will be determined and that agency will prepare and file all necessary CEQA, NEPA and localenvironmantaI documentation.

Recendy, the American River Conservancy completed dam restoration actions at the Spivey Pond site.
Due to the potential of impacting a federally listed species, CEQA and NEPA documents were filed
with E1 Dorado County by DFG and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (the "Service") respectively.
E1 Dorado County issued the grading perrdit to the American River Conservancy and work was
conducted under the direction of both DFG~ the Service and E1 Dorado County’s Deparmaent of
Transportation during a period which least affected the listed species.

The coordination of previous acquisition and restoration work through multiple agency participation in
the steering committee has worked well. The steering committee approach is has allowed for the joint
review and discussion of data concensus on action and has minimized the duplication of agency
responsibility and effort. This proposed project will continue to build on this ex st ng framework.

The steering committee’s approach to resolving other outstanding irnplementation issues is to eorople’te
the following: (1) conduct baaeline water quality monitoring and biological surveys to verify specific
restoration actions that would best aid in the recovery of the Red-legged frog and other native, co-
existing species; (2) acquh’e intact habitat to buffer or insulate the reproductive population at Spivey
Pond; (3) acquire and manage other potential reproductive sites; and (4) reduce the stressors
with n those reproductive sites and connecting properties that best allow the species to expand its
population bane through natural recolonization. Site specific and periodic review of data will allow the
Steering Committee to adjust or adapt alternative management techniques to lilt site specific variables.
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and Data Collection

Bioloaical /Ecological Obiectives

The Project’s primary biological / ecologica2 objective is to increase the number and stability of
the reproductive population(s) of the red-legged frog within the North Fork Weber Creek basin.
This is believed to be the first step towards the recovery of the species within the American River
basin. The project will test several hypotheses:

(1) The only confirmed reproductive population of red-legged frog exists within Spivey Pond at
the upper end of the North Weber Creek Basin becau~ of the superior water quality flowing into that
pond and that this water qoality is due in Ire’go part to the existence of a relatively undistu~ed and
intact riparian and coniferous forest ecosystem upsteana. In addition the Spivey Pond populaLlon
exists because of suitable reproductive habitat (deep pools and emergent, woody vegetaLlon) and the
absence of other stressors including non-native predators ~0ullfrog, bass, sunfish and crayfish).

(2) The existing redqegged frog population can be expanded and stabilized within the North Fork
Weber Creek basin by acquiring reproductive sites and ir~plementing management techniques that
improve water qu~dity, restore woody emergent vegetation and remove non-native predators.

M~)nitodng Parameters and Data Collection Atmmaeh

hm~L~eidately tbllowing the project start date, the Conservancy will execute two contracts to establish:
(1) baseline and ongoing water quality data; and (2) baseline and ongoing red-legged frog population
aed reproduction data. Water quality and biological data w’ill be measured immediately above and
below Spivey Pond, at Snow’s Road and at other potential reproductive sites within the project area.

Baseline a~d periodic ~vater quality data collection will be gathered by field personnel from DFG and
the Forest Service. The protocol used to guide the collection of water quality data is referenced by
Official Methods of Analysis, 14th Edition, 1984, Association of Analytic Chemists (AOAC),
Arlington, VA. Periodic sampling will ec~cur quarterly throughout the 3 year project term. Additional
sampling will occur after the first heavy rains of each season and ag0~n during late summer at low flow
periods. Limnological water test kit~ will be u~ed by fisheries biologist from the State Department of
Fish and Game and El Dorado Forest Service to te~t temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH ~d total
hardness. Three water samples from each site will also be taken by field personnel and delivered to an
approved water quality lab in Sacramento for analysis of turbidity, dissolved metals and salinity.
Water samples will be taken from at least three locations: (1) immediately upstream of Spivey Pond;
(2) immediately downstream of Spivey Poad and (3) at Snow’s Road. AddiLlonal samples at potential
reproductive sites will be w.ken as sites are acquia’ed or as personnel receive written permission to
access those sites. Table 2. A Monitoring and Data Collection Sur’oa’nary is presented on page 11.

The protocol used to guide Red-legged frog population and reproductive surveys are established by
Guidance on Site Assessmen__~ ~tnd Field Surveys tbr CaLifornia Red-Lezaed Froas. Feb. 18, 1997,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The American River Conservancy will eontraot with the U.S.
Geoiogical Su~’ey, Biological Resources Division to conduct baseline and periodic surveys of Red-
Iegged frog incidence, breeding success, recoloalzation and recovery. A baseline survey will be
conducted during the first April and May months following the project sr.art date. Periodic surveys will
be conduced during early smnmer and late summer to measure adult and reprodantior~ levels. I~aseline
and periodic surveys will be conducted within the project area at Spivey Pond, at all acquired and
public land sites and at all other potential reproductive sites in which owner permission is received.

DataEvala’o A ach

Water quality and biological survey data will be dista-ibuted to steering eonmaittce members within 30
days of receipt. Data and conclusions will be summarized within quarterly reports to CALFED. Full
data sels will be submitted to CALFED’s designated data reposito~.
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Table 2. Monitorin~ and Data Collection Informotion

I) Biological / Ecological Objectives

Hypothesis / Question to Monitoring Parameter(s) Data Evaluation Comments/
~ Evaluated Data Collection Approach Approaeh Data Priority

What habitat values/conditions Measure baseline water Evaluate temperatam, First stage: determine baseline
exist at Spivey Pond in support quality, dissolve oxygen, ph conditions supporting existing
of current red-legged frog total hardness, turbity reproductive population and
population? dissolved metals, if possible to improve Spivey

Pond reproduction.

_ Can red-legged frog populations Conduct baseline sarveys Evaluate baseline Second stage: determine
be expanded and stabilized by of red legged frog within population numbers and baseline populations to document

I acquiring and restoring additional project area. distribution to determine su~ess of recovery actions.
’=’ reproductive habitat to Spivey recolonization potential.

Pond conditions or better? Measure baseline and
o~ periodic water quality at Evaluate effectiveness of Third stage: determine baseline
~

all reproductive sites, water quality improvement water quality conditions at other
~

actions, reproductive sites.o~
Conduct baseline and
periodic surveys of non-native Evaluate baseline Fourth stage: determine sustain-
predators at all reproductive presence and effectiveness ability of predator control actions
sites, in non-native predator and ongoing taanagement needs.

control actions.
Conduct periodic surveys of
red-legged frog within project Evaluate number, size and Fifth stage: determine relative
area to determine effectiveness stability of new reproductive impact of restoration actions on
of population enhancement populations established redqegged frog recovery and
actions, through natural recoloniza- application to other watershed

tion of other mproduedve basins.
sitcs.



i2

Local Involvement

There are three local agencies currently involved in the Project: El Dorado County, E1 Dorado
Irrigation Dian-ict and the American River Conservancy. Each of the Steering Corarnlttee meetings
occurring over the past year have been attended by a representative of each of these three agencies. In
lhe case of E1 Dorado County, meetings bave been attended by either the Planning Director-, Conrad
Montgomet~¢ or by Semor Planner, Steven Hust. El Dorado Irrigation District has been represented
by either its General Manage~’, Bill Hetlar~d or by Project Manager, Dave Witter~ The American
River Conservancy has been represented by its Executive Director and this Project’s designated
coordinator, Alan Ehrgott. All three organizations are supportive of the project.

A formal notiftcation letter has been written and subtnitted to d~e E1 Dorado County Board of
Supervisors and is attached as Exhibit #E.

Upon the acquisition of file Spivey Pond site, the Conservancy met with or discussed by telephone the
red-legged frog project with six adjacent landowners. In addition, the Conservancy has met with or
discussed by telephone the project with an additional three parties which own potential reproductive
sites downstream of Spivey Pond. All pardes have shown cautious support for the project. All parties
have been supportive of efforts to advance the recoveq of the species. Most property owners
expressed concerns regarding property rigbts and their ability to grade roads or building pads, harvest
timber or construct dwellings. Nearly all property owners with whom the Conservancy held
discussions, indicated a willingness to entertain a purchase or conservation easement offer.

Shortly following the Project stm’t date, the Conservancy will contact owners of parcels identified
for acquisition. The American River Conservancy will meet with each of these landowners, explain
the nature of the project and determine their willingness to participate through either the sale of fee fide
or a conservation easement or through a management agreement.

The Project applicant and the steering committee believes this project will have little or no significant
third party impactS. Acquisition 0f land and easeman~s win be purchased from willing sellers only.
Actions requiring access or managemem of private property will include written permission from the
property owner. The small reduction in property tax base to El Dorado County will be offset by a
reduction in water treatment and other public infrastcucture costs otherwise needed to service the area
and by the increased value of water quality to all beneficial uses.
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Total budget costs requested from CALFED are presented within two phases, The Project applicant
requests that both phases be funded. Should budget limitations within this current round restrict the
funding of both phases than the applicant requests that CALFED fund, at a minimum, Phase I.

Phase 1: Habitat Acquisition and Restoration Upstream of Spivey Pond
(Tasks #1-#7): Total CALFED Cost $500,000; Completion 36 me. after start date.

Total Phase I project costs cqu~ $500.000 with individual components budgeted a.s follows:
A. Acquisition

(it Acquisition costs of 146 acres of habitat (12 parcels): $355,500
(ii) Es~’row and related mileage costs: $ 38,715
(iii) Appmis~.l conwact costs: $ 8,000
(iv) Project coordination costs eqtml to 370 t~s @ $30/hr: $ 11,100
(v) Overbeadand indirect costs*: $1,685
Total Phase I acquisition costs $415,0[)0

B. Restoration
(it Contract costs for water quality and biologic’,d suvceys: $ 48,000
(ii) Contract costs for predator control & revegimtion: $ 16,71X)
(tilt Proje~:t coordination cost~ equal to 5t15 hrs @ $3Oihr: $ 15,150
(iv) Mileage costs: $ 2,900
(v) Overhead and indirect costs*: $ 2.~.,~
Total Phase I restoration costs $85.000
Total Phase I acquisition and resto~ation costs: $500,000

Phase II:    Habitat Acquisition and Restoration Duwnsstream of Spivey Pond
(Tasks #8-#141: Total CALLED Cost - $650,000; Completion 36 me. after starl date.

Total Phase 1I project cost,’:, equal $650,000 with individual components budgeted as follows:
A. Acquisition

lit Acquisition costs of/55 acres of habitat (10 parcels): $480,000
Iii) E~row and related mileage costs: $ 46,100
(iii)AppraJsalcontractcosts: $ 13,000
(iv) Project coordination costs equal to 316 hrs @ $30/hr: $ 9,480
(v) Overhead and indirect costs*: $__..!.A_~
Total Phase I acquisition costs $550,000

B. Restoration
(it Contractcostsforwaterqualityandbiologicalsurveys: $ 56,500
[ii) Contract costs for predator control & revegitation:
(iii) Project coordination costs equa! to 590 hrs @ $30/tu’: $ /7,700
(iv) M~.leage costs: $ 3,400
(vl Overhead and indil~c~ costs~:
Total Phase i restoration costs
Total Phase I acuuisidon ~nd restoration costs: $650,/J00

* Note that overhead and indlreel costs include project related office rent, telephone and other
utility expense, photoduplication, and general office staff. Overhead costs are computed at
the Conseawancy’s audited and predetermined rate of fifteen percent 115%) of direct salary
and benefits.

Total budget cqsts requested from CALFED are presented within Table 3 - Tot’,d Budget
and Table 4 Qearterly Budget provided on pages 14 and 15,
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Table 3. Total Budget- CALFED Funds Only

Task Direct Labor Direct Ser’ciee Land/Easement Escrow Overhead Total Cost
Hours S-,dary and Cona’acta Acquisition and other and Indirect

Benefits Costs Direct Costs Costs

Task#1 10hrs $ 300 $ 8,000 $ 20 $ 45 $ 8,365
Task#2 96 hrs $2,880 $ 145 $ 430 $ 3,455
Task#3 24hrs $ 720 $ 110 $ 110 $ 940
Task#4 240 hrs $7,200 $ 355,500 $38,440 $1300 $ 402,240

Task#5 120hrs $3,600 $48,000 $ 2,900 $ 500 $ 55,000
Task #6 145 hrs $4,350 $ 650 $ 5,000
Task #7 240 hrs $7,2{10 $16,700 $1,1 ~O 2~

Phase I Cosls        $ 500,000
Phase I1

Task#8 12 hrs $ 360 $13,000 $ 20 $ 50 $ 13,430
Task #9 80hrs $2~400 $ 120 $ 360 $ 2,880
Task#10 24hrs $ 720 $ 1]0 $ 110 $ 940
Task #11 200 hrs $6,000 $ 480,000 $45,850 $ 900 $ 532,750

Task#12 IdOhrs $4,200 $56,500 $ 3,400 $ 600 $ 64,700
Task #13 170 hrs $5,100 $ 700 $ 5,800
Task #14 280 hrs $8,400 $19,800 $1,300 ~

Phase II Costs $ 650,000
Total Cost
~hase I & II $1,150,000

Phase I: Uostreatn Acouistion Habitat Restoration: Phase [ and Phase II ~Downstream Acouisition
Task #1 - Appraisal Task #5 &#12- Water ! Biological Surveys Task #8 - Appraisal
Task #2 - Property Owner Outreach Task #6 &#13 - Erosion & Salinity Control Task #9 - Property Owner Outreach
Task #3 - Define Acquisition Priority Task #7 &#14 - Predator Control / Reveg. Task #10 - Define Acquisition Priority
Task #4 - Complete Acquisitions Task #11 - Complete Acquisilions



Table 4. Ouarterlv Bud~,et

Quarterly Budget: 36 Months - 12 Quarters

Task 1st     2rid 3~ 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th lOth l lth ~2~b
4th ’99 1st ’00 2nd ’00 3rd ’00 4th ’00 1st ’01 2rid’01 3rd ’0l 4th ’01 1st ’02 2nd ’02 3rd ’02

Task #1 $8,365
Task #2 $3,455
Task #3 $ 940
Task#4 $36,500 $36~500 $36,500 $36,500 $36,500 $36,500 $36,500 $36,500 $36,500 $36,500 $37,240

Restor.

Task#5 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,00~ $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $
Task #6 $ 1,000 $ 1,00~ $ 1,000 $ 1,000 $ 1,0~
Task#7 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500 $ 2,500

Task #8 : $13,430
Task #9 $ 2,880
Task #10 $ 940
Tazk#11 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275 $53,275

Task#12 $5,44~0$5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,40t] $ 5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,400 $ 5,300
Task#13 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580 $ 580

Total $20,620$67,610 $106~715$106,715 $106,715$106,715 $105,715]$105,715$105,715$105,715$10~,715 $105,715
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Total project cost is estimated at one million five hundred twenty-nine thousand seven hundred five
dollars ($1,529,705) and includes the purchase and restoration of Spivey Pond. Of this total cost
$1,150,000 would come from CALFED. Of the remaining $379,705, the Partnership has received
$181,000 frorc the (2VPIA and $49,000 from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF).
An ’additional $26,000 from NFWF and $99,000 from the Wildlife Conservation Board has been
approved. Receipt of these funds is expected by the end of April, 1999. Of the remaining $24,705,
the American River Conservancy has expended $20,205 of acquisition and restoration actions and
has proposed the expenditure of $4,500 on additional erosion control measures.

To cover this $24,705 ir~ unreimbursed project expense the American River Conservancy has
submitted a grant application to the River Network Program (EPA funded~ for that exa~t amount.
A funding decision on this grant is expected by the end of April, 1999. A summary table of

total project funding Js prnvided as ~b[lows:

Total Project Costs $1,529.705
CALFI~D Funding Requested $1.150.000
CVPIA Funding Received $ 181.0~0
State Wildlife Conservation Board Funthng Approved $ 99.000
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation Funding Approved $ 75.0(Xl
American River Conservacy Funding (Unreimbarsed)
(River Network Grant pending) $ 24 705

Total Project Funding $1,52~,705

The Bureau of Land Management has agreed to take title to Spivey Pond. All Project partners have
agreed to participate in project rt~anagercent (Exhibit #A). It is expected that title to future acquisitions
will be split between the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service.

In addition, the AmerLcan River Conservancy and Project partners have identified the following
grant and assistance programs which may provide addilional Project funding Applications to these
programs have as of yet ntJI been subl~aitted.

The Environmental Enhancement and Mitiaati0n Program provides funding for projects that provide
habitat enhancement above and beyond that directly required by federally funded transportation
projects. This program is administered by the California State Department of Transportation.

The Land Exchange program adrcin~stered by the Bureau of Land lanagercent has the potential
of raising funding through the sale of public lands wilh little or insignificant natural resource or
recreation~d value. Lands sold or exchange could provide funding for the acquisition of additional
Red-legged frog habitat within the North Fork Weber Creek Basin,

Partners for Fish and Wildlife is a habitat restoration cost-sharing program for pfivate lando~vners,
The program is administered by the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service and is established to offer
technical and financial assistance to landowners who wish to restore wildlife habitat on their
property under a fon’nal cooperative agreement. Projects with the highest priorities are those that
benefit threatened and, endangered species.

Wildlife and Habitat Incentives P~gram (WHIP) ’also provides technical assistance and cost sham
payments to help establish and improve fish and wildlife habitat. Cost-Share assistance includes
an agreement for wildlife habitat developnaent and usually lasts 5 to 10 years. Under the agreement
the landowner agrees to install and maintain WHIP practices and allow the National Resource
Consetwat~on Service or its agent to monitor the effectiveness of the practices. The U,S. Departrc~nt
of Agricull~ure agrees to provide technical ~.ssistance and pay up to 75 percent of the costs of installing
wildlife habitat measures.
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A~vlicant Oualifications

The American River Conservancy (ARC) has been selected by the Agency Partnership to be the lead
agency and contracting party responsible for payments, reporting and accounting. The Conservancy’s
executive director, Alan Ehrgott will serve as the primary Project contact. A one page "Statement of
Prior Related Experience" for Mr. Ehrgott and the American River Conservancy is attached as Exhibit
#F.

Mr. Ehrgott will coordinate the scheduling, agendas, minutes and support d~cumentation for project
review and management meetings conducted by the Steering Commtttee. The Steering Comrmttee will
oversee and authorize Mr. Ehrgott and the American River Conservancy to sign contracts and expend
project funds for all appraisal, acquisition, water quality monitoring, biological survey and habitat
restoration actions. Payments, reporting and accounting will be supported by the Conservancy’s
technical support and accounting staff, in addition, Mr. Ehrgott will coordinate the appraisal,
negotiation and acquisition of fee title and easement acquisitions withhi the project area. (Task #1-4,
Task #8-11).

Water quality, biological survey and habitat restoration actions will be supervised by fisheries
Nologists Mm-ia Borjia, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Stafford Lehr, the State Department of Fish
and Gatne and George Elliot, Eldorado National Forest Service (Tasks #5,#12,#7, # 14).

Steering corrm]ittee members Steve Hast, senior planner for the El Dorado County Planning
Department, Dave Witter, projecl manager for the El Dorado Irrigation Disladct and Alan Ehgott
Project ceordinator will implement a voluntary erosion and salinity control measures among
responsible agencies and landowners within within the North Fork Weber Creek drainage basin.
(Task #6,#13).
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Exhibit #A

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
¯ Between the

U.S. BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
UoS. FOREST SERVICE

U.S, BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
AMERICAN RIVER CONSERVANCY

EL DORADO COUNTY
and

EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT
REGARDING MANAGEMENT OF THE

CALIFORNIA RED-LEGGED FROG
(RANA A URORM DRA Irl’ONII)

NORTH FORK WEBER CREEK

This Memorandum of Understanding (’MOU’) is made and entered into by the American River
Conservancy, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, California Departmer~t offish and Game, El Dorado
County, and E1 Dorado Irrigation District (harehi referred to as Parties) on the dates set forth
below.

The MOU establishes a voluntary commitment by the signatories to cooperatively develop and
implement a matmgement plan for the California red-legged flog for the Spivey Unit to the
extent that their authorities and funding allow. This MOU is not a contract and is not legally
binding, but is an agreemem between the signatories to work tagether toward commen goals to
the extem possible, No signatory may be required to take any action with which it do~ not
concur unless required by law and/or regulations, including but not limited to the Endangered
Species Act. Such voluntary action has the purpose of coordinating resource management and
minimizing conflict between multiple resource uses.

I-PURPOSE

This MOU is intended to serve as a framework to develop a management plan for 54 acres on the
North Fork of Weber Creek, Spivey Pond Unit in El Dorado County, California, which is
occupied by the Federally threatened California red-legged frog.

H-AUTHORITY

The authority for the Bureau of Land Management to enter into this MOLl is the Federal Land
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Policy and Management Act of Octobar 21, 1976 (43 U.S.C 1737).

The authority for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to enter into this MOU is the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531 ot seq., and section 3406(b)(1) of the Central
Valley Project hnprovement Act, Title XXXIV of P.L. 102-575, Octnhar 30, 1992.

The authority for the U.S. Forest SejTvice to enter into this MOU is the Crranger-Thye Act of
Aprit 24, 1950 (16 U.S.C. 572).

The authority for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is section 3406(b)(l) of the Cen0-al Valley
Project Improvement Act, Title XXXlV of P.L. 102-575, October 30. 1992

The authority for the California Department o~’Fish and Game is Fish and Game Code Sections
180I and 1802.

The authority of£] Dorado County ~s the El Dorado County Plan. Goal 74, Wildlife and
Vegetation Resources, of the Conservation and Open Space Element of the Oeneral Plan.

The authority for El Dor~:lo Irrigation District is California Water Code, Division I 1 (Irrigation
District Law), 20500 et seq.

HI-RECITALS

¯ The signatories of this MOU recognize that the Spivey Pond Unit provides habitat for the
red-legged frog and other riparian dependant species. Maintenance and enhancement of
this site may he important for the recovery of the red-legged frog in the Sierra Nevada
Mountains.

The signatories recognize the importance of including experienced agencies.
organizations, and individuals into the development of the management plan. The
signatories expect to work with all affected interests in the process of preparing and
implementing a management plan for the red-legged frog at the Spivey Pond Unit.

Lao.ds within the North Fork of Weber Creek are publicly and privately owned and
managed. Coordination of the public and private efforts would help ensure protection for
watershed resources.

IV-GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Signatories will:

Develop a management plan for the red-legged frog at the Spivey Unit and at sites within
the watershed under their control.
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Exhibit #A-

Protect and enhance the Spivey site to ~nsure the viability and sustainabi!ity of red-lagged
frogs
Recognize the rights and responsibilities of the private landowners within the watershed.

Coordinate e~dsting and seek alternative funding mechanisms to accomplish the goals of
the management plan.

Annually review the progress made implementing the goals of this MOU.

V-PLANNING GUIDELINES

The Parties will be jointly involved in the study of the natural resources of their
properties within the watershed using available information and working together to
develop additional information as needed.

A full range of management measures will he considered, private landowner concerns
wilI be addressed, and eli signatories will be involved in formulating the final
recommendations for the management plan t~ the extent possible¯

The team will recognize the rights of private property owners, particularly with regard to
public access to private lands.

VI-GENERAL PROVISIONS

¯ Nothing in this MOU is intended to expand or limit the legal authority of any signatory,
agency, entity or organization. This MOU does not modify or supersede other existing
agreements an d/or mem oranda of understanding.

Tkis MOU is intended to embody general principles, and does not create contractual
relationships, fights, obligations, duties or remedies betwoen or among signatories.

This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any endeavor involving
reimb ursemem or contribution of funds between the parties to this MOU will be handled
in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures inctuding those for
Government procurement and printing. Such endeavors will be outlined in separate
agreements that will be made in writing by representatives of the parties and will be
independently authorized by separate statutory authority. Tl~s MOU does not provide
such authority. Specifically, this instrument does not establish authority for
noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any contract or other agreement. Any contract
or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable
requirements for competition. Nothing in this MOU will be construed by the Parties to
require the obligation, appropriation, or expenditure of any from the U.S. Treasury.
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Any party(s), in writing, may terminate this instrument in whole, or in part, prior to the
date of ~xpiration.

¯ This instrument in no way restricts any party from participatiag Jn similar activities with
other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

The party(s) as provided by Federal law hereby agree to defend and hold harmless the
U.S. Forest Service, its representatives or employees, from any damage incident to the
performance of the work resulting from, related to, or arising from this MOU.

This MOU is executed as of the last date shown below and expires five years after that
date, at which time it will be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.

Modifications m this MOU will be made by issuance of an amendment signed by all of
the Parties.

V. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS

The parties hereto designate the following persons as principal contacts for the purpose of this
insmament:

American River Conservancy California Deparm~ant of Fish and Game
Alan Ehrgott Stafford Lehr
P.O. Box 562 170i Nimbus Road, Suite A
CoMma, California 95613 Rancho Cordova, California 95670
5301621-I224 916/358-2885

E1 Dorado County E1 Dorado Irrigation District
Conrad Montgome~ Dave WiRer
2850 Fairlane Court 2890 Mosquko Road
Placerville, California 95667 Placerville, California 95667
530/621-5355 530/622-4513

U.S. Bureau of P,,eclamation U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Chuck Solomon Marie Sullivan
2800 Cottage Way 3310 El Camino Ave., Suite 130
Sa~’amemo, Califomia 95825 Sacramento, California 95821
916/978-5052 916/979-2760

U.S. Forest Service U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Bob Smart Deane SwJckard
Planerville Ranger District Folsom Field Office
4260 Eight Mile Road 63 Natoma Street
Camino, California 95709 Folsom, California 95630
5301647-5301 916/985 -4474
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A party may designate different principal contact(s) by notifying the other pa~ties in wring.

This instrument may be executed in any number of courtterparm, but all of which taken together
will constitute one and the same instrument. Any executed copy of this instrument: will be
deemed an original for all purposes.
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REQUESTED SIGNATORIES

Director American Pde~-~ Conservancy

Regional Manager, Sacramanto ~, ail~5 Cerebral Sierra Region,
California Department offish and Game

Chairman of the Board, El Dorado County

U.S. Fish and Wildlif~ Service

Fo/~est Supervi Natianai Forest. U.S. Forest Service
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Vicinity Map

Spivey Pond Unit
North Fork Weber Creek Ecological Reserve

Project Area is 48 miles east of the State Capitol
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North Fork Weber Creek - Parcel Map



Mr. Ray Nutting April 12, 1999
Supervisor, Dislrict 1i
El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Lane
Placervi/!e, Ca. 95667

Re: North Fork Weber Creek; Spivey Pond Management Agreement and CALFED Grant.

Dear Ray,

Tlmnk you for taldng ’the hme to tour the Spivey Pond property on the Notrh Fork Weber Creek
with myself and EID’s general manager Bill Hednnd. As you know, Spivey Pond supports one of
two known reproductive populations of the California red-legged frog, a federally listed "threatened"
species, in the Sierra Nevada range and the only confin’ned population in the American River basin. The
Conservancy expects to receive the last remaining grant funds necessary to acquire these 54 aar~ within
10 days mad will transfer title of the property to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management shordy thereafter.

I have enclosed a copy of a cooperative agreement to manage the Spivey Pond property previously
signed by the El Dorado Irrigation District, State Dept. offish and Game, U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Forest Service, U.& Fish and Wildlife Service and
the American River Conservancy. Although EDC Planning Deparmaent staff have participated in
meetings to develop this MOU, El Dorado County has to date, not signed this agreement. On behalf of
the signatory agencies I ask that El Dorado County’s participation and support of the Management
Agreement be brought forward before the Board of Supervisors at the earliest possible date.

In addition, the American River Conservancy and the above mentioned agencies are submitting
an apphcafion to CALFED as part of a poblic agency / non-profit joint venture requesting $1.I5 million
dollars to acquire additional reproductive habitat and finance habitat restoration a~lions within the
Fork Weber Creek basin. Taken together, these actions are believed to be the best management options
available to advance the recovery of the Red legged-frog and contribute to the delisfing o:f this species.
The Red-legged frog is recognized by CALFED as an At-Risk Upstream Native Speeies and CALFED’s
Conservation Strategy Team has recommended that the CALFED program make specific convibufions
to the recovery of the Red-legged frog. 1 have enclosed a written summary of this grant, Please note
that any proposed acquisitions of property would be willing-seller transactions and that any restoration
actions requiring access onto or across private property will not occur without the fall written
pemfission of the propertyx)wner.

I would be pleased to answer any questions you might have regarding the Management Agreement
or the CALFED grant outlined above. Thank you again for your re’,Aew of the enclosed documents and
for your support of the Spivey Pond property acquisition.

Sincerely,

Alan Ehrgott
Execudve Director

cc: Sam Bradley, Dis~ict I
Mark Nielsen, Diswict iII
Penny Humphries, Dis~ct IV
Dave Solero, Disl~ct V
Conrad Montgomery, EDC Planning Director

8913 HIGHWAY 49 ¯ P.O. B~x 562 o CO~:,M;~, CA 95613
(530) 621-1224 o FAX (530) 62a-4818 ¯ arc@innercito.com ¯ http://www.coloma.com/arc/
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A Siatemen! of Prior Related Exnerience

The American River Conservancy (ARC) has been ~lected by the applicant Partnership ~ be the lead
agency and contracting party responsible for payments, reporting and accounting. The Conservancy’s
executive director. Alan Ehrgott will service as the primary Project contact.

Alan Ehrgott received a bachelors of science degree in biology in 1974 and a master of adrrdnistrstion
degree in environmental administration in 1976 from the University of California. Mr. Ehrgott has
worked as a ]and use planner for San Ber~lard~no County and as a land use consultant to the Bureau
of Land Management. Mr. Ehrgott has been employed as the Conservancy’s executive director
from 1989-to pre~nt. Daring this mn period, Mr. Eht’gott setwed as the coordinator for the following
project.

1990 ARC assisted the DFG v, Ath the purchase of 40 acres of rare plant and fisheries habitat
with funding provided by the Wildlife Conservation Board (Prop. 117).

1992 ARC assisted the BLM with the purcha~se of 190 acres of South Fork American River
frontage with funding provided b3 the Land Water Conservation Fund under a specific
congressional allocation request.

[993 ARC assisted the BLM with the purchase of 393 acres of South Ful-k American River
frontage with funding provided through, a land exchange_

1994 ARC assisted EDC with the purchase of an 8 acre park site with funding provided through
a Lighting and Landscape Act Assessment District.

1994 ARC purchased, designed and constructed a fiver access park with funding provided from
the 1994-’95 cycle of the EE&MP Grant.

1995 ARC assisted the DFG with the purchase of 93 acres of rare plant habitat with funding
provided from the 1995-’96 cycle of the EE&MP Grant and development mitigation
impact fees.

1996 ARC assisted DFG and EDC with the purchase of 133 acres of rare plant habitat with
funding provided by the Habitat Conservation l:h’ogram, Ihe 1996-97 cycle of the
EE&MP Grant and devulopmcnt mitigafian impact fees. ARC assisted the BLM in
acquiring 354 acres of river frontage along the South Fork American River adjacent to
the Salaion Falls Unit of the pine Hill Ecological Reserve.

1997 ARC assisted the Service, DFG, EDC and the El Dorado Irrigation Diswict (EID) acquire
117 acres of rare plant habitat within the proposed Cameron Park unit of" the Pine Hill
Ecological Reserve, ARC has also assisted the BLM acquire a~other 160 acres of mature
Blue oak woodland adjacent to the South Fork American l~.iver two miles above the Salmon
Fails bfidge.

I998 ARC assisted the Service, USBR, DFG and the BLM acquire a 53-acre sited within the
North Fork Weber Creek in E1 Dorado County which hosts one of two known reproductive
populations of the Cali~tbrnia red-legged frog in the Sierra Nevada.

From 1990 to date, ARC has completed 23 land acquisition and restoration projects
representing approximately 2,044 acres of protected endangered species habitat, riparian
and recreational lands.
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8tat~ of California

Exhibit

STANDARD CLAUSES -
SMALL BUSINESS pREFERI~NCIg AND C ONTRA~TOR IDENTIFICATION NLrM~ER

NOTICE TO ALL BIDDERS:

Section 14835. et. seq. of the California Government Code requires tliat ¯ five percent
preference be given I:c bidders who qualify as a small business. The rules and regulations
of this law, including the definition eta emall business for the delivery of oervlce, are contained
in Title 2, California Code of Regulations, Section 1896, et. seq. A copy of the regulations is
available upon request. Questions regarding the preference approval procese should be
directed to the O ffice of Small and Minority Business at (916) 322-5060. To claim the small
businees preference, you must submit a copy of your certification approval letter with
your bid.

Are you claiming preference as a areal] business?

Yes~ JNo

*Attach a copy of your certification approval letter.
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NONDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as "prospective contractor") hereby certifies, unless
specifically exempt~cl, compliance with Governmellt Code Section 12990 (a-f) and Ca~forrfa Cod~ of
Regulations, Title 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements and the
development, implementation and maintenance of a Nondiscrimination Program. Prospective contractor
ag~e~ not to unlawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for

employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (including
HIV and AIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leave
and denial of pregnancy disability leave.

CERTIFICATION

1, the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the p~ospective
contractor to the above described certification. I am fully aware that this certification, executed on the
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of petjury under the laws of the State of CaI~forni~

I --01 5584
1-015584


